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Good norning, members of the Board of rustees, Brother Jas, honoed
guests, faculty, staff, fellow graduatgarents, faity and friends.

Picture this, a swarmof people, none of whom lookedrfaliar. They were all
moving things in and out of cars, trucks andns. Many had tear-filled eyes, and even

more showed anxiety on



On top of that, | began to findyself getting acquainted with the Brothers and
other peofe that exenplified their faith. I became curious to know, what motivatedsé
people?How could the Brothers commit tindives to poverty, and even celibacy, for the
sake of othersVhat did it mean to beliee in sonething so strongly that | would
willingly give of myself for others, ad actuly enjoy it?! Asl began to pt all the
pieces together, | bag to seeghe pattern of Faith in Aain. All of these people led
observed—whether they were theoBiers, ny professors, my coaches, oy fellow
classnates—were people that naly believed in God, but &t also believed they were
capable of changing the world through His help.

Due to the nature of our sety, it is easy for us to becearblind to injustices. It
is also temting for us to think tlat ou limited contribution cannot ake a difference.

But, | agre with Margaet Mead, wio said, “Neer believe tht a few caring people can't
change the world. For, indeed, that's dlloxever have.” In whatever you do, and in
whatever job, city, and neighbwod you find your future, let it be one that is changed by
your presence. Weéther it is the courtroorar the corner office, the hospital bed working
with patients, or the classroomorking with lesson plans, | urge you t@ke soneone’s
world a better place.

As you clog this chapter of your lifé,hope that you will put your faith ia
action. | hge that you will cotinue in theLasallian traditio of promoting justice for
the underprivileged and underreeted in our society. Theigan ancient quote that
simply states, “It is better to light a candlathto curse the darkness.” | hope that this
will be said of me, of you, and othis geneation—that we close to light candles, instead
of merely recognizing social problesnand werdruly part of the solution. My prayeorf
all of us is that we will light our calttes, ad let God’s presee be thedel to susin our
light as we go forward.

In closing, | exhort you, as M.K. Gandhidgato becore the change you wish to
see in the world! Our features ard gertan, as few things in ¢ ever are. But with
God's help, | ansure that we will eerconme whateve challenges we face. My prayéor
all of you is that you will igrte your candles, and refuselite conquered by the darkness.

God bless and Congratulations!
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